
Over the past four years, Afghan girls have faced
one of the darkest periods in their educational
history. 
Since the Taliban banned girls from attending
secondary school in 2021, millions have been
left behind - stripped of classrooms, access to
teachers, and hope. Many of us felt trapped,
powerless, and forgotten.

I still remember the first weeks after the ban. My
dreams of continuing my education seemed
impossible. Sitting alone, staring at my books, I felt
as if my future had been stolen.
 But then I came across LEARN and was given the
opportunity to join online classes. The moment I
logged onto my first class, I felt a spark of hope I
had not felt in years. The teachers’ patience,
encouragement, and unwavering belief in us
reminded me that knowledge cannot be taken
away, no matter the circumstances.
 If it was not for LEARN I would not have been able
to continue pursuing my dreams. And I’m not the
only one. Many students across Afghanistan have
praised LEARN for its innovative teaching methods
and supportive team.
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Yet, amid this despair, organizations like LEARN
Afghan have been transforming the lives of girls
across Afghanistan by keeping the flame of
learning alive. 
LEARN is a non-profit that provides underground
and digital schools for girls banned from
classrooms. Founded by Pashtana Durrani, it has
become more than just an educational programme,
it has become a lifeline for girls like me. The
organisation not only gives access to education but
also restores hope, self-confidence, and gives girls
a sense of purpose.
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Laila, a 17-year-old student from Herat, shared: “It
has changed the way I approach learning. The
teachers are patient, professional, and always ready
to guide us. I feel more confident in my skills and
knowledge every day.”
Nilofar, 14, who was in grade six and just 10 years
old when the ban came into place, shared how she
did not imagine finishing school. She added: “The
initiative has enabled girls to improve language
skills, gain digital literacy, and build self-confidence,
empowering them to participate actively in
academic and professional settings.”
Fatima, 18, added: “Pashtana Durrani is not only a
teacher but also a mentor. Her dedication and
kindness inspire us to keep going, even when
everything seems impossible.”
And Medina expressed her deep gratitude for Ms
Durrani’s drive to continue their education. She said:
“I look forward to our graduation day. I’m truly
happy to be studying journalism with a native
English instructor. I used to be a girl without hope
for the future, but after joining LEARN Afghan, my
life has completely changed.”

Beyond Learning — Building Confidence

For me personally, LEARN has been
transformative. Beyond learning English,
journalism, or digital skills, the programme has
taught me resilience, courage, and self-worth. I
have learned to share stories, speak with
confidence, and believe that my voice matters. It
has shown me that education is not merely a
collection of books and exams, it is freedom,
dignity, and the power to shape our own futures.

Under the guidance of instructor
“Sarah Hussain”

To learn more about the instructor, Sarah
Hussain, please visit the following link:
https://learnafghan.org/forums/users/sarah
-hussain/

Voices of Change — Stories from Students

More stories on our website:
https://learnafghan.org

Support by donating:
 https://givebutter.com/dT4Om5

The impact of LEARN and its teachers goes far
beyond the classroom. Many girls now dream
bigger, pursue higher education, and even
consider careers that were once unimaginable.
They gain digital literacy, language proficiency,
and critical thinking skills that open doors to
online learning, international scholarships, and
professional opportunities. 
For girls like Medina, Laila, Fatima, and me, we
have been given a chance not just to study, but to
thrive in a world that tries to deny us that right.
In a time when silence and fear could have
consumed us, LEARN gave us a voice and with it,
the strength to dream again. This is more than
education, it is a revolution of hope for Afghan
girls, and a testament to the power of unwavering
support, mentorship, and belief in our potential.

Transforming Despair into a Vision of Hope
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